VERSAILLES

IV

Robespierre's principal friends in Versailles were
Petion, Charles and Alexander Latneth, and Lepeletier
de Saint-Fargeau. All were about his own age, or a
little older, and deputies to the Assembly. The three
last-named were marquises, and had been delegated by
the nobility, but, nevertheless, belonged to the Left.
We will make a passing acquaintance with each one of
the four.

Jerome Petion was a lawyer from the cathedral town
of Chartres. In the Constituent Assembly he and
Robespierre were so closely associated that one was
seldom mentioned without the other. During that time
they stood equally high in the affection of the Paris
populace. But after the adjournment of the Assembly,
Petion had the misfortune of being elected Mayor of
Paris. His official duty required him to oppose all
illegal attempts against constituted authority, and it
was precisely that channel the Revolution was forced
to take. Hence he lost the confidence of the revolu-
tionists. At the elections for the Convention he became
the candidate of the Gironde against Robespierre, and
was overwhelmingly defeated by him. Elected from
another constituency, he became Robespierre's bitter
opponent.

In fairness to Robespierre it must be said that he did
not attack his former friend until the latter had previ-
ously started hostilities. Petion was no match for him at
all. Exceedingly vain, he laid himself open to ridicule,
and Robespierre was not slow in seizing the advantage.
When the arrest of the Gironde leaders was voted,
Petion fled with a number of his colleagues. His body
and that of the Girondin Buzot were found in a field
near Bordeaux, partly devoured by wolves or famished
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